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Methodology 

• 400 completed interviews 

• Field work conducted December, 2013 

• Sample drawn from registered voter households 

in McLean Community Unit District 5 

• Margin of error: ±4.9% 



Grading Public Schools 

State of Illinois 
McLean County 

Unit District 5 

A 6.2% 20.3% 

B 32.7% 48.5% 

C 32.2% 13.1% 

D 8.4% 3.7% 

Fail 3.0% 1.0% 

Other, don’t know 17.6% 13.4% 

A-B 38.9% 68.8% 

D-Fail 11.4% 4.7% 



Sales Tax for School Facilities 

03. The State of Illinois allows voters in a county to pass 

a one-cent sales tax that, by law, must be dedicated 

to improving school facilities. If that proposal were 

placed on the ballot in McLean County, Unit 5 would 

receive its proportional share of the revenue each 

year and use it to finance the renovation and repair 

of school buildings.  If an election were held today, 

would you strongly favor, favor, oppose or strongly 

oppose this proposal?  



Sales Tax for School Facilities 

 

Total Favor: 64.6% 

Total Oppose: 30.9% 
 



District Performance 

Excellent 
Excellent/ 

Good 

Not so 

Good/ 

Poor 

04. Maintaining a high quality teaching staff 22.8% 78.0% 9.2% 

05. Providing school buildings that are up-to-

date and in good physical condition 
30.0% 88.1% 6.4% 

06. Spending tax dollars in an effective and 

efficient manner  
9.2% 57.4% 30.0% 

07. Accommodating the needs of a diverse 

student population 
17.3% 72.8% 14.1% 

   



District Performance 

Excellent 
Excellent/ 

Good 

Not so 

Good/ 

Poor 

08.  Anticipating enrollment growth areas and 

planning accordingly  
11.9% 60.1% 26.0% 

09.  Avoiding over-crowded classrooms  8.2% 60.4% 23.3% 

10. Communicating effectively with district 

residents 
14.1% 61.9% 26.7% 

11. Graduating students that are college and 

career ready 
17.6% 70.8% 13.9% 

   



How Well Informed about District 

12. Generally speaking, how well informed are you about Unit 5? 



Sources of Information about District 

Primary Secondary 

local television 5.4% 11.1% 

local newspapers 33.7% 21.0% 

school/principal newsletter 4.7% .5% 

District newsletter 1.0% 1.6% 

District website 5.7% 5.2% 

employees of the District 8.9% 4.9% 

attending meetings and/or school events 2.5% 2.3% 

emails from the District 2.7% 3.1% 

social media such as Facebook or Twitter .5% 2.1% 

local radio 3.2% 9.8% 

other (specify) 27.2% 28.8% 

don't know, refused, other 4.5% 9.6% 



Statements about Local Public Schools 

Strongly 

agree 

Strongly/ 

somewhat 

agree 

Strongly/ 

somewhat 

disagree 

13c.  The quality of our public schools is the 

most important factor protecting 

property values in this area. 

32.2% 76.5% 20.8% 

14.  People like me cannot afford to pay 

higher taxes no matter how good the 

cause. 

25.7% 52.7% 45.8% 

15.  Funding school building improvements 

through sales tax rather than property 

tax makes good sense to me. 

36.1% 71.5% 22.3% 



Statements about Local Public Schools 

Strongly 

agree 

Strongly/ 

somewhat 

agree 

Strongly/ 

somewhat 

disagree 

16.  We need to keep our school buildings 

up-to-date and in good condition to 

protect the investment we’ve made in 

our homes. 

58.7% 92.6% 5.9% 

17.  There is too much uncertainty in 

McLean County for me to support a 

sales tax increase for school facility 

improvements. 

19.3% 46.3% 49.3% 

18.  I trust the Unit 5 Board of Education to 

make good decisions about the 

District’s overall direction. 

22.5% 73.8% 21.0% 



Statements about Building Improvements 

Strongly 

favor 
Total favor 

Total 

oppose 

19. Building a new elementary school on the 

east side of the District 
17.1% 57.7% 32.9% 

20.  Adding cost efficient geo-thermal 

mechanical systems at Chiddix, Kingley 

and Parkside Junior High Schools 

26.2% 65.3% 27.0% 

21. Renovating the kitchen areas at Oakdale, 

Fairview and Glenn Elementary Schools 
25.7% 72.0% 14.9% 

22. Building an addition onto Evans Junior 

High School to ease overcrowding 
16.8% 61.9% 28.2% 



Statements about Building Improvements 

Strongly 

favor 

Total 

favor 

Total 

oppose 

23. Constructing a third high school to 

accommodate projected enrollment growth 
18.3% 55.9% 39.9% 

24. Making needed renovations at Kingsley and 

Parkside Junior High Schools 
26.7% 79.0% 12.4% 

25. Making safety and security improvements at all 

school locations 
48.5% 89.4% 8.9% 



Appropriate Size for High Schools 

1500 

students 

No 

difference 

2000+ 

student

s 

26.  Which size would do better in providing high 

school education in a cost-efficient manner? (IF 

NEEDED — say, an approximately 1500 student 

high school or a 2000 student high school?) 

52.7% 3.0% 39.9% 

27.  Which would give students greater opportunity to 

participate in extra-curricular activities like sports 

and music? 

71.5% 5.0% 19.8% 

28.  Which would provide a safer and more secure 

learning environment? 
71.3% 11.1% 12.1% 

29.  Which would give teachers and administrators 

greater ability to give students personalized 

attention? 

77.5% 9.4% 9.4% 

30.  Which would lead to lower operating costs? 26.5% 3.2% 60.9% 



Appropriate Size for High Schools 

31. And overall, which do you think is best for your community — expanding 
the two existing high schools or adding a third high school?  



High School Conference 

31a. And knowing that as the  two high schools grow larger, they would 
likely be placed in the same athletic division as the larger high schools 
in the greater Chicago area and not compete with high schools in their 
current athletic conference. Would this fact change your opinion about 
two large high schools verses three smaller high schools?  



Facts about Sales Tax Proposal 

much 

more 

likely 

total 

more 

likely 

total 

less 

likely 

32.  The 1 cent sales tax would not apply to many items such as 

groceries, medication, cars, farm equipment, boats or mobile 

homes. 

30.9% 66.6% 24.8% 

33.  This increase in sales tax can lead to a reduction in the amount of 

property taxes home owners currently pay to Unit District #5.   
35.1% 72.0% 22.5% 

34.  Nearly 40 percent of the purchases currently made in McLean 

County come from people living outside the County, meaning 

that much of the sales tax revenue used to support our local 

schools would come from people not living in McLean County. 

25.7% 62.1% 29.7% 

35.  By State law, revenue from this sales tax can only be used to 

improve school buildings— things like new construction, 

renovation and repair, infrastructure for technology and safety 

and security improvements.  

36.6% 75.5% 20.8% 



Facts about Sales Tax Proposal 

much more 

likely 

total more 

likely 

total less 

likely 

36.  If passed, this sales tax would provide McLean 

County school districts ongoing revenue to make 

needed improvements to school buildings 

without a property tax increase. 

35.6% 76.2% 19.8% 

37.   A sales tax increase and the improvements to 

school buildings that it would fund would create 

jobs and help grow the economy in McLean 

County. 

35.6% 75.5% 20.3% 

38.  Money generated from this one-cent sales tax can 

be used to pay off or retire outstanding bonds 

resulting in lower property taxes. 

34.9% 74.0% 23.0% 

39.  Unit 5 would receive approximately $9 million 

per year to renovate, repair and maintain its 

school buildings. 

33.2% 75.0% 20.0% 



Sales Tax Reconsideration 

40. Now that you’ve answered a lot of questions, I’d 

like to ask you again about the opportunity for 

Unit 5 to make improvements to its school 

buildings by asking voters to approve a one-cent 

sales tax. Considering everything you know 

about the needs of the school district is this 

something that you would strongly favor, favor, 

oppose or strongly oppose? 



Sales Tax Reconsideration 

 

Total Favor: 72.0% 

Total Oppose: 24.3% 
 



Questions? 


